The planet’s oldest creatures are under global
threat, yet conld bethe ey to onr survival,

D eforestati om, exces sive cornbn stion of fossil

fuels, CFCs, pollution, and CO2 erndsd ons

have dlbeen linled to clitnate change and the

end of life as welmows it Whilstinstitions

spend millions onresear ching carbon

footprints, and the public donate millions to

oftset theirs onland-based projects mch as

planting more trees or improving devel oping

naiond energy efficiency, virtnally nothing

iz being spent on preser ving the balancein

the main carbon dioz de-conmrning, o gen-

producing interface that covers 7 /10th of the

planet; the oceans, Infact, billions of dollars are arekept in cheds by the predators above As g snallbutreal exarnple removing Until the early 80 main threats to shalks,

spent every year destroying this predous, life-  them inthefood web, whichis made up of  sharkshasincressed octopus populations whio have beenin the ocean for 400 million

source giving eco-systern, Ehi What! Howed you the many species of sharlethat maintainthe  resulting in greater predation onlobsters vears (somne 150 million year s before the

say, and what's this got to do with man-eating  finemarine equilibrium thatisa source of  andthe collapse of the Tasman spiny fir st lifeforTos crawled out of the s and

Thatine predatorst Absolntey everything, food, which controls the climate, and that lobster fishery. Vet these sharks are being became dinosaurs), had been the 0dd
ultimately gives us the greatmajority the air  adively hunted ind an esimated 100 sharlehunter, some recrestional fishing,

Atleast70% of Eartiis surface isnotearth at dll; that we breathe. million arelilled evers vear, In some and as by-product of cormmmerdal fisheries,

itis seqwmter, In this seqwrater thereis 4 tny life- species only an esbimnated 10% of their {Bemember cheap “Fock” or “Flale™ in

formn called phytoplankton. Thismicroscopic  Sharks contributeto eliminating diseased  populationremain, but for howlong? the fish and chip shop — well it was 4 more

organisTn uses catbon dicedde and rel eases and genetically defective marine life and matketable name for shark), Then the

oxygen throngh photosynthesis just like the help to stabilizefish populations, and Zchools of mndreds of magnifi cent (and popularity of the Oriental shark fin soup

trees thatwe want to save, except thatit doesit  although we do notlmow enough about harmless) Baseing sharles used to beseen rocketed through a combination of the

onamch greater scale Itis alsoat thebotiom  marine ecology to understand the e et off Britain's coasts; todaw any sightingis a politi calrehabilitation of the onees itist

of the food chein in our oceans being the irnpact of thiz incredible onsdanght on rare find. practice sndrapid expanson of rd ddle

staple of certain fish and molluse species. These  sharks, there willbe serions consequences classes dueto econornic growth inthe Far

species, and all the other species inthe ocean,  inthennderwater environmment East,
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As a status symbol, the so-called "food of the emperors”, it is the dishto be seen eafing in
a restaurant and offering to guests at 4 corporate dinner or wedding banguet, and is atthe
beart of a hmgely lucrative o ld-billion. dollar business

Infact only dr g trafficking beats sharlefin dealing for profitability, and often involwes Far
Eastern mafia overlords Theresult was o masdvenpsing intheinternational fintrade,
promnpiing fisherm en worldwide to tar get sharks for their fins and to remove thefins from
sharles caught as bycatchin other fisheries, Fin traders have systematically spread the

winrd that fins are valuable to fisherrn en the world over, often provi ding equipment and
rnonetary adwnees in order to semrefins, building secret drving and sorage faciliti es

Tiedt Tharine reser ves, and bribing and coereing officials tolook the other vay Fin-rdated
ot ders havebeen dommented in Africs, Acis, and the Pacific, and gi ven the margins
involved, it's har dly surprising, One of many dealers on one of the 6,000 inhabited islands
of Indonesia can supply morethan 500 klos per month, Awholesaler closeto thetop of
the food chain seling to 4 restaurant charges in excess of 8600 LIS per kilo, whereas 3 Lowly
Third-world fisherm an might get £2. The end-consumer gets to pay upwards of $90 a bowl,
And for what? Well, ba s cally, chicken or porle broth, Thefin actually adds no flavour atall
andisjust 2 texduring agent,

Other popular and equally pointless shale products that drive demandinthe Far Eastare
arnyriad of pill s, creams, and treatrients made from shark carilagebased onthebdisf
that sharles e srong and resilient and by ingesting or absorbing its struchure (sharles have
no bones) the consum er will develop these characteristics, Thereis no scientific proof
mupporting these claims and sharles also sufter from cancer and other diseases too, Given
thatlarger shals ave alzo miftering from high concentrations heavy metals such as mermry,
these products are achually harmnful, ndependent sur veys have reveal ed higher than safe
level of mercury in shark fing including specimens withup fo 42 dmes therecomm ended
raxrinrn condkent, and inthe sumnmmer 0f 2008 4 Chiness la dy who daimed to eat shalfin
soup at least once a weelc died from mercury poisoring,

Litfleis Jmown about the nurnbers and movernents of som e spedes, of which thers are
more than 450 Jmown spedes, infact a new spedes of Hammerhead was discoveradin
the Atlanticin 2006, the samne year the Epanlette or “walldng” sharl weas first scientifically
recorded in Papua Mews Guines, Whatis Jmown for o factis that they have relatively few
youny and onlyreach seamal matnrity af a relaivel v late age, somnetimes aslate as 25,
meaning that they are slow to reprodice and some spedes are balieved tobe on the point
of eactinich on,
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Great!yon may shont, Goodriddanes to the despicable man- eating bea sts, you

may chuckle, Oneless to biterny flabby arse when [ go swimmming, you may rejoice
{tnomentarily forgetting your newly acquired oy gen-production-and-marine-eco-
systern-regulat on-mal akeey wisdormn), Unfortinate y, yon have spent all these years
armionsly loodng towards the horizon and oot daring to switn out too far from the other
holidayrnakers for no rafional reason whatsoever, Unless believing 2 Hollywood film saript
is  ratiomal reason. Onoaveragefive people disin shark attacks eachyear and only one
death weas recorded for 2007, Ostriches aceount for 100 Immans anm dlly and in one year
crocodiles chomp an estimated 500 Immans, more than sharles doina cenfury, yet these
reptiles are protected inmany countries,

IMearly all sharl attacles ave a case of mdstaken identity or self defence. We are not part of
ariy sharl’s dief, and sharl bites ravely remove flesh from victims, Infact the majority of
people bitten sur vive; there are around 60 bite victims each year, So evenif you wereto

be acddentally bitten by o shark, you would have o greater than 80% chanes of survival,
Theunlucly victims die from blood loss from 1 large wound or severed artery, And they
can consider thermselves very unln dey; the chances of being killed by 4 coconut are ffty
tirnes g eater, and thereis morelilkelihood of dying from 4 lightning strilee, which dairns
1000 lives per year worldwide. Infact, thereis o far greater probability of dying from eating
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seafood than from becoming it, from driving home from the restaurant (1,2 million road
aceident deaths per annnm) and given that eght million people of star vation armnally,
thereis aneven greater chanee of dying from not eating ot ol

Toput fins in soup bowls and medicine cabinets, man will go to great lengths, Longlining
is the preferred method of capiire, with lines up to 100 kilometres long carrying 16,000
hodks just below the mrface. That's long enough to go from the boatto outer space, The
hoaols arebaited with fish meatind sometimesillegal dolphin Fshermen claim that
they arefishing for pelagic fishy, such a5 tuna, barracuds, and dorado, but onelong line
recovered by marine Mologist and documentary maleer Fob Stessart that ha dhooleed
160 sharles, only revealed five sailfish, four derade, and a solitary tuna, Turtles, dolphins,
and seabirds are also drawn to the lethal bait, Once canght, the sharlds fins are hacled off
and thelive sharlr is thrown overboar d, thereis litHe market for the rest of its meat and
its carcass wonld takenp valuable storage space best kept for mare fins or tuna, Bleeding,
wounded, and with no means of propulsion or direction, the shark sinks to the depths

of the ocean and dies 4 dow death, Butasits ing feed 2 mult-billion dollar Blade moarleet
industrywith Chinese and Tuiwanese mafla governance legisdators in developing nations
prefer the shorttermn benefits of some fresh greenbades to the sustuinability of the marine
envirorrnent and potentially life as welmowit,

Andit isnotjust imp overi shed fishermnen in banana republics that are cashing in,
Althoughfmning is technically illegalin Burope, 3pain, France, snd the UK are among
thewiorld’s leading mppliers of sharkfins, The EU provides up to one-third of the Asian
Tnarket’s supplies as inning isinfact legalised. EUN]egislation states that fins must malee
up anarbitrary 5% of their total sharl catch, Fins can beremoved onboar dfor storage or
packaging, and sdentific caloulations show that fins male up only two percent of total
shark bodyweeight (the percentagensedin the US), thn s leaving room for alm ost two

out of every three sharks finned to be thrown back (alive up to 83% of the time), The
rulingis also diffieult to enfores a5 fins and carcass donot ha weto belandedin the same
port, Therewas even a proposal approved by the European Union fisheries committes in
20006 to increase this figmreto 6, 5%, unsrprisngly written by an MEP from Spain, the
country responsible for providing nearly one-third of the Hong Fong fin market’s intake.
According to Custorns statistics from Hong Fong, China, and Singapore, befweeen 1997
and 20072 Zpain esported an anmual average of one million Jdlograms of sharlcfins to these
three connfries,

If thi s wholesale slan ghter contirm es unabated, we will mcceedin all but wiping out the
oldest oreatures on the planet, the guar dians of the seas that providemuch of the planet
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withfood snd ulbirmately the adr that we all beeathie, Are the ndent shales, which have
existed since there were only two life ess landroa sses, which ba ve survi ved through five
mnajor extinet ons that wiped moostlife from the planet, going to be pushed over the edge
andintothe dark oblivion forever! We, as a spedes and if we care abont the future of the
planet, cannot let this happen.

In the hour you spent reading your e-rnails today, morethan 11000 sharks wereldlled.

What can you dod
Lobbyfor anend to shak Airming,

Stop eating fish canght by longliners, the main techniqu e for catching sharlks, The United
Mations Food and Agricalture Organization { FAC) reports that 40,000 sea turtles are
killed armu ally in the global longline fishesi es which al o kil s nndr eds of thom sands of
seabirds In Burope thatmeans tuna.

Lodk at the websites of the following or ganisations that are frying to help - they need
mernbers and money:

v shar lif e cocza

vt il daid. or g

Wi Incs Wi, org (narine conset vation society)
vt shiar o ot oy

wiw seashepherdorg
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